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0 O'CLOCK EXTRA! 5 O'CLOCK I
100 LOST!
Many Burned in the

HdM Royal.

Men, Women and Children

Buried in Smoking Ruins.

LEAPING FROM WINDOWS TO AVOID

DEATH IN FLAMES.

Park Place Disaster Paralleled on Sixth

Avenue.

Police Believe that the Total of the
Death Boll Will Not Exceed Fifty.

Only 75 of the 175 People Known to Have Been in the

Hotel Are Accounted For.

A disaster paralleling la Horror and prob-

ata exceeding In loss ot life the terrible oc-

currences In Park place, the remembrance ot

which la fresh in the public mind, occurred In

this city early this morning.

five Hotel Royal, at Fortieth street and

Sixth avenue, was burned to the ground, and

a large number ot people wero burned, suffo-

cated and crushed In tho ruins.
It Is known that there were ISO guests In

the hotel.

The hotel people, all told, numbered 55.

Ot these six have been touud dead, six are

In Hospital and 03 haveboen reported alive,

either by themselves or their friends.

, This leaves 100 persons missing anasup- -

- posed to be dead In the ruins.

The police have searched that part of the
rulnB accessible and can find no more bodies.

They believe that many ot the missing per-

sons will bo found to have escaped. Ot these

many are supposed to havo gono to their

I homes. Tbeywere mostly transient guests,

and It Is believed that a large proportion will

nover report their escape.

r The number ot killed Is Impossible to state

with posltlveness, but It Is believed by tho
' police that It will not exceed ntty.

j"J The number ot pooplo who are Injured Is

- also impossible to state with exactness, but
w It Is very largo.

J The scenes were heartrending and appalled

cvon tho most nervy and experienced police- -
TO

JJ men and firemen.

Injured persons wero taken In ambulances
to New York, Presbyterian, Bellovuo and

3 ML Hlnal hospitals.

.Many physicians whose offices were in the
sr-- jk neighborhood were quickly on the scene, anil

"
did all they could to relieve tho sufferings of

Hie burned and bruised victims.

S ' 'luoflr') broke out shortly after 3 o'dock
sl tbH morning.

t 1 w as near the elevator shaft, and quickly

i ti "u throughout the building.

The firemen were quickly on the scene, and

In a few minutes they saw that the fire was

to bo a desperate one and four alarms were

sent ouL

At 4:05 a. m. tho wall facing on Fortieth
street toppled over.

Chief Bonner, who was in charge, Immedi-

ately ordered tenants In tho adjoining build-

ing to got OUL

capL ltellly ot tho Thirtieth street

station was promptly In command of

more than one hundred policemen from

tho West Thirtieth, West Thirty-sevent- h

and West Forty-seven- th street station

houses. Inspectors Williams and Steers ar-

rived early and took command ot tho

police forces. Tho crowd that had been

gathered pressed closely about the fire lines,

and tho police had great difficulty in keeping

the throng back.

At this time eight persons were supposed

to have beenkllled by Jumping from tho

windows.

Tho whole building collapsed at 4.30

o'clock, and a great pillar of name

shot up In the air, accompanied by

noise like that of a tremendous explosion.

All that was left standing ot the hotel

structuro was a strip ot wall about ten feet

wide, attached to the fiat building adjoining

on the Sixth avenue side.
This gave the firemen a chance to work

more effectively, and shortly after c o'clock
Chief Ilonner declared that the flames were
under control, and tho work of searching for
tho Dodles ot the dead was begun, and Is still
In progress

The loss on the building and Its contents Is

estimated at 1300,000. The building was
numbered 088 to 603 Sixth avenue.

. STOHV OF TIIK FIHE.
Tho fire Droke out a few minutes after 3

o'clcck this morning, and never had fire bet-

ter food. The building was composed of sev-

eral very old buildings, amalgamated Into the
Hotel Itoyal Borne years ago.

STARTED II TBI ELEVATOR SHAFT.

The flame kindled at the front of the eleva- -

tor shaft, In tho basement, at about the
mlddlo depth ot tho building.

The Janitor was at work In th basement

at the time, and he was suddenly startled by

the flashing up ot Dames. lie rushed

to tho street and notified the policeman on

the Sixth avenue corner, who sent In an

alarm whllo tho Janitor rushed back Into the

building to arouse the sleeping guests.

The blaro had already shot up the elevator

shaft, finding kindling as Infiammable as tin-

der in the framework, and James T. Powers,

ot tho "Straight Tip" company, smoking his
good-nig- cigar on the piazza of the Oedney

House, at Broadway and Fortieth street, saw

tho flames.
JAMtS T. rOWERS BINT IK Alt ALAS.

Mr. Powers rushed to tho nearest
box and sent In an alarm before the Sixth

avenue policeman could reach his nearest
box.

In fifteen minutes the whole ot the six-sto-

structure was ablaze. Flames shot out

at every window In the front half ot the big

hotel, and people In the street could see

persons rushing frantically to and fro on

every floor of the burning building.

THREE ALARMS SENT IN.

One, two, three alarms jrere sent out in

rapid succession, and the streets and avenues

were soon filled with and trucks.

Other alarms brought ambulances from
every hospital In the city.

People leaped out of the windows to the
sidewalks and wcro gathered up unconscious,

burned, miltned and mangled, by the firemen,

and carried to places of safety.

The most heroic efforts of the firemen were

Impotent against the devouring clement, and

tho whole middle portion of the city was bril-

liantly Illuminated by the tremendous bon-

fire which the doomed Hotel Itoyal made.

Crowds gathered, and CapL llellly, with

tho reserves lrom tho Thirtieth street sta-

tion, had more than their hands lull in con-

trolling the excited throng.

It was known that the hotel was full ot

people, for It was a popular resort for thou-

sands, and the prospective loss ot life was

appalling.
crying for niLr.

The windows were filled with people In

their night clothing, making piteous appeals

for help, whllo behind them was a sea ot

flames. Indeed, they seemed to be actually

In the fire.

The firemen did wonderful work In their
efforts to rescue these people by earning
them down the ladders, for entrance or exit
to the building by the staircase was entirely

cut off.

UArxn FROM TUB WINDOWS.

Two men and two women leaped from up-

per windows and were dasnsd to death on the
pavement below.

Officer Daniel Ulenn clambered up a ladder

to the windows of the third floor and rescued
a woman who was at the window. Ashe
was descending tho ladder with his burden,

the crowd looking on breathlessly, another
woman who had been crying In an agony of

fear from tho window directly

above, clambered out ot the

window and hung with her hands to tho sill

till, exhausted, she released her grip and fell,
striking Olenn and almost knocking him and

his charge from the ladder.

The woman herself was killed by the fall.

CLIMBED DOWN LIKE A FLY.

A tall, handsome young man climbed down
the Sixth avenue front from the very topmost

window.
Slowly he picked his way from sill to win-

dow cap, and from cap to sill, whllo tho

crowd watched.
At last ho reached the ground, seriously

burned and bruised, but alive, and the crowd
cheered him with wild enthusiasm whllo he
disappeared; unidentified, In the throng.

Policeman Callahan reports that ho saw an
old man, a woman and a Utile girl at a win-

dow on the third floor, Fortieth street side.
They gestured wildly, and he was pre-

paring to go to their rescue when
thore was a crash, on upward rush ot flames
and sparks, and the trio disappeared from
view. The floor had fallen In, and these three
had gone down In tho cauldron ot Are.

There were 175 persons In tho building,
and more than 100 persons aro still un-

accounted for.
Hi halt an hour after the fire broke out, the

floors were all devoured and there was but
the shell of brickwork w 1th 75 feet front on
Sixth avenue and 100 feet on Fortieth street
left ot the llotol KoyaL

Then at 4 o'doek the Sixth avenuo wall for
sixty feet from Fortieth street fell outward
n lth a crash and a deafening roar, and forty-Av- e

minutes later more thau half the Fortieth
street front wall collapsed and made a tomb
of brick, stone, mortar and timbers,
for the unfortunates who had been caught In

tho burning building.

The excltemont of the crowdat this time
was overpowering.

There were more than twenty thousand
I people gathered as near to the burning

building as they could get.
I'ullco Inspectors Williams and steers had

airlvcdonthe scene, and wero In personal
command, with SOO policemen from the re-

serves In all the neighboring police stations.
Lines wcro stretched across sutu avenuo

at Thirty-eight- h street and at Fortieth
strict, and the entrances to Sixth avruue

were barricaded at Thirty-eight- Thirty-nint- h,

Fortieth and Kort). first streets, while
one line was stretched diagonally across

Bryant Tark from Forty-socon- d street and

Sixth avenuo to the reservoir, and thenco
across Fortieth street.

ltlchsrd Meares, proprietor ot tho Hotel
Itoyal, miraculously escaped death with his
wife. They retired at i o'clock and wcic
asleep on the second floor, In the middle of
the building and only a tew feet from the

shaft, which formed too draught forthe
fire.

The Janitor succeeded In awakening the
people on this noor, but could go no further
up Into tho building, owing to tho progress of

the flames.
He awakened Proprietor Meares and his

TIIK BURNING HOl'ICI,.
From a by an

wife flrsL but when they emerged Into the
hall, only partly clothed, they found a confla-

gration. The stairways wero filled with
flame and smoke, and tongues ot Heme

darted out from the elevator abaft.

Saying "Follow me," Mr. Meares, with his
overcoat over his head, clambered over tho
banisters at the head ot tho stairs and
dropped to the floor below.

Turning to catch his wife when sho
dropped, be was horrified to see that she had
not followed him.

The frantic man would havo rushed back
up tho burning stairs, but the firemen seized
him and roughly hustled him out ot tho
building and turned htm over to a policeman

unhurL
Meantime, Mrs. Meares had acted for her-

self with raro presence of mind. She

rushed to the window and leaped

to tho roof ot the portico

over tho entrance and was taken down by the

firemen. Eho sustained a sprained ankle, but
was otherwise unhurt.by her thrilling experi-

ence.

The man who leaped from the fourth-stor-y

window was a stalwart person, weighing at
least 180 pounds. He was clad only In his

nlghUshlrt and trousers.
He stood for a moment Irresolute on the

sill. There were tongues of flames all about

him. Then he leaped. He turned In tho air
as he descended and fell on his head, dashing

out his brains.
His body, together with that ot the other

man and two women who wcro killed In leap-

ing from the windows of the building, was

taken to the West Thirtieth street station
and afterwards to the morgue.

Neither of tho bodies was Identified.

Sirs. & Knspp, ot Chicago, escaped from

her room, on tho fourth Door by the
exercise of her prebenco of mind,

boaklng a towel in water, sho wrap-

ped It about her head, protecting

her mouth and noso from the suffocating

sinokotlll the firemen reached her by a lad-

der and carried her down to safety.

There wero about thirty servant girls
In the hotel, and their sleeping rooms

were on the upper floors.
Several of these young women havo not yet

reported, and but one sad Inference can bo

draw n from this fact.
Tho fire had spent Its fury at 5.15, for thoro

was practically nothing combustible loft
In tho shell.

Then the scene, survej cd by tho firemen,
the police and tho crowd ot citizens, was ono

of complete and sorrowful wreck.
Ambulances had carried away the Injured,

and those who had escaped unhurt had gono
to the hotels or the homes of friends.

All that remained was a smoking, black-

ened mound of debris that rose to a height of
twenty-fiv- e teeL Beyond, to tbo south, the
eyo gazed unobstructed by floors or root up
through that portion ot the building that re-

mained standing to the sky.
1 o the west were the walls of a section ot

tho building, but thoy bad been dismantled ot
' all tbo woodwork, and In the cellars was tho
' debris of the whole Interior ot Hotel Itoj al.

And under the debris What would the
wen who set at work Immediately to clear
away tho wreck w bat would they find t hi ro ?

'1 hU question stayed the crowd, and all day
' long there has been a throng of pcoplo In

Bryant Park and all the approaches to tho
demolished hotcl.watchlng while 100 firemen
labored in the smoking heap, guarded by a re.
Hcrvo of sixty-liv- e policemen.

IIABKY C. SORT rOUND.

At 11.30 o'clock the body of mm was
unearthed. It was burned and blackened
and bruised. It was takon to the morgue,

' where It was Identified as that of Harry C,

Levy, of the firm of Strauss Fiecman, No.

707 Broadway.
HIOOINO ovik mi RUINS.

Bit by bit, stick by stick, brick by brick, the
firemen, loo strong, under Chief Bonner,
nro still removing tho debris from tho
cillar. working carefully lest they should
mangle the I ody of some poor victim. And
the crowd, always changing but novcr dlmln.
lshlrg In proportion, looks on at the dismal
work.

1 ho platform of the Sixth avenue "L" at
tho Fortj --second street station Is thronged
with people, whi pay the rive rents faro for

sketch

LXVV'B

tho purpose of getting this long-rang-e view
of tho wreck, and the Sixth avenuo street
cars aro packed full ot people who hope to
gain a Mow of tho scene in passln?.

RFLICS, OUASTI.T AND VALUABLE.

At the poUccatatlon was gathered a strange
collection of personal property. There was
wearing apparel, watches, Jowelry, and other
things that had been brought out of the
building by tho firemen and given Into the
hands of tergt. Cooper and Detectives Hays,
Brett and Kemp.

THE DEAD.
CASKET NO. 1, UNKNOWN WOMAN,

about forty years of age, fractured skull,
suffocated and slightly burned; wore

chemisette ot black silk, heavy gold
band ring on finger. Supposed to have Jumped
out of window and killed herself. Front
teeth very much wore. Body at Morgue.

CABKKTNO. S. UNKNOWN WOMAN,
about twenty-eig- ht or thirty jears of age;
very good looking, rather light complexion
very much "bejuwellcd. Wore diamond ear-
rings, diamond finger ring of three
stones, emerald linger rings of three stones,
and linger rings ot six, sapphires and two
pearls. Burned and suffocated. Body at
Morgue.

CASKET NO. 3. UNKNOWN MAN,
about 35 jears of age; heavy dark brown
curly hair; evidently Jumped or dived out of
window or from roof of the hotel. Head all
smashed to pieces. Man had smooth face, was
about A feet o inches in height and weighed
about 175 pounds; wore linen nightshirt and
trousers. Partially burned. His face Is

crushed In on the right side. He Jumped from
on upper window of the hotoL Ills body is at
the Morgue.

CASKET NO. 4, UNKNOWN MAN,
very good looking, about forty-thre- o years of
age; head bald Just back of forehead; only the
least bit of hair on head and that Is brown In
color. Short for about an Inch
under the ears; brown moustache. Wore
striped silk undershirt, light brown stripes.
Apparently a Hebrew. Body at Morgue.

CASKET NO. C. IEVV
member ot the Arm of Levy, struss Free-ma-

707 Broadway, wholesale clothiers
Body very badly burned- - Left arm bruised
and burned. Head very much disfigured.
Moustache burned off.

A man nan.ed Levy called at the Morgue
and said ho thought tho body was that of
his brother, It. J. Levy. Would not give his
addit3s. Called later and positively Identified

'body.

THE INJURED.
Florence W. Klein, aged 30, unmarried,

lawjerby profession, retJdeneollazIeton, Pa.,
mother lives at B44 East lllty-flr- it Btreet,

l this city, partially asphyxiated and burned,
injuries not fatal. At Bellcvue HospltaL

Walter L. Vitus aged sixty years, un-

married, lived permanently at Hotel ltojal.
buffering from burn sand contusions. At
Dollevue Hospital.

Isabella Mkahis, aged forty-riv- e jears,
wife of proprietor ot Hotel Itoyal. Slightly
burned on head and body and contusions ot
lack and side. Taken to llellerue lliispltal.

llKiiBLiiT Harking, aged twentj. five, night
engineer at hotel. Injured while bravely
trying to rescue a woman. Wasiarrjlng
woman guest down si airs when the stair-eas- e

(ell, hur.Mii him In the ruins. Lost con- -

sclousncss wid noes not know whether woman
washavidor not. Several of his ribs broken ;

has other contusions. Is at Presbyterian
Hospital.

HiriURD MrAHEB, proprietor ot hotel, had
hlspett hand aud arm badly hurt. Removed
to Bellcvue Hospital.

Unknown Man, about thirty-fiv- e, burns

and contusion ; at Mount Elnal Hospital.
Unknown Woman, about forty, unconscious

from smoke : at Mount blnal Hospital.
Unenown.Man about fifty, contusions and

burned on boay ; at Mount stnal HospltaL

OCCUrANTS OF TIIK IIOTBI,,
Following Is a list ot the permanent guests,

n lu number, and tho emplovccs,
eleven In all, who are known to be saved or
are missing. There wero fifty-fiv- e employees
and all but eleven slept out of the house.

Of l ho transient guests nothing definite Is

known, as the register Is missing, and even If

the register wire found, It would glre no clue
to the Identity ot the mlsslug, as It Is thought
tnat many of the transients were registered
under assumed names.

Those known to have been saved are i

T. Tatlor, at Hotel Mctropolo.
W. P. Pierce, at Hotel Vendomo.

Fred Ullman, at Hotel Mctropolo.
H. O. Tomtkins, at Hotel Metropole.
W. a. Andenried, jr., at the OUscy House.
Mrs. Kx err, at the Ucdncy House.
W. O. Bccoanan, at the Ucdncy House.
E. S. Fondat, at the Oedney House.

UcrrFKT Tenant, at tho Gcdney House.

J. M. Powers, at the Oeduey House.

II. Brown.
E. T. BcrETDO'.

Blodoltt.
K. Ball.
C. LxrLER.

C. WniTE.

T. O. IlARDUAN.

W. K. SC0IT,

Lanodon Sweet,
a. S. Maoure,
J. E. Cart,
Mrs. E. Titos,
XI r. OiBfON, of Newport,

Frederick Ulmas, at Hotel Yendome.
Brioos and wife.

M. J. Lett.
PiixLrs, wife and child.

Simon Ullmann.
Mrs. F. Ulluan.
Mr. and Mrs. Winter.
Mr. Forbes.
Mr. and Mrs. Hczzrr, at tho money.

Martin, yardman.

F. Olsen, porter.
Underwood, night clerk.

Uardinu.
ScnOENFELS.

Col. John Tatloev
Mrs. Anderson.

Kate reillt, chambermaid.
Mike Cdlet, porter.

TIIKSK AUK THE KISSING.
Mrs. Slate.
Mrs. Beolet, housekeeper.
Mrs. Co ii it.
Mrs. Mat aad child.
Mrs. Tan Noorden.
C. Haldebrandt.
Mrs. Henderson, Denvtr, CoL

Miss Lewis.
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis.
Mr. and Mrs. Gould.
Armstrong, William E.

Close, Charles.
Kknnedt, TnoMAS.

John Yates, seventy-tw- o years old, ot No.

ess tilth avenue, was badly burned and cut
nhnntlhfl hrtlv. no wn. t.lrrn to fhA Vnw

York HospltaL
Four chambermaids.

TOLD HY rilOSK WHO ESCAPED.
The lire was flrst discovered by Herbert

Harding, the engineer of the building. He

said:
"I was raking my fires when I saw puff ot

smoke lu the elev ator shaft at the end ot the
corridor.

"Iron down to see what was the matter
and found tho whole lower part of the ele-

vator snalt In flames.

"I turned nud ran out to the sidewalk
where I found Policeman Merrltt and he sent
out tho alarm.

"Together with him I went back Into tbo
hotel to arouse the guosls.

"The flames In the meantime had spread
so rapidly that I could not get above tbo
second floor.

"In tho corridor of tho second floor on the
Fortieth street sldo I found a llltlo girl. I

went to a window, took the child In my arms,

and tried to climb out of the window.
"I lost my bold and both I and the child

fell. I struck an Iron railing and a areinan
picked tho child up."

Alulrnrolt Lost lilt All.
W. O, Audenrldt, Jr., of Philadelphia, o:cu.

pled room No. 49, on the second floor. He

had been at the hotel for several days. Ho

had been asleep only a short while before tho
nlarm was raised.

He heard the (all ot some heavy body, and
then a woman's scream. Llo ran Horn his
room and saw the fltmes In tho hallway.
Thero was a tramping overhead, an 1 .kbove

the crackle of the lire and the screaming of
tho women.

lie gathered up his clothes and threw them
from the rear window. A blonde.halred
young woman, crated with fright, passed him

'in the ball.
come with me," sold Audenrldt, but she

ran shrieking lu the opposite direction.

It Is not known who she was or whether,
she escaped. It she reached the front win-

dows she w as probably taken out by the fire-

men. Tho smoke was so dcao that Auden-

rldt himself was almost overcome. If the
young woman did not reach the front sho was
probably lost.

Audenrldt escaped unhurt, but lost all he
had, valued at (too. "I consider It a vary

narrow escape,' said he. " The flames spread
so rapidly that tbosi who were not unusually
quick In getting out must have perished.
Kvcn as I left the fire escape a burst of
Dames almost uuac me lose my hold."

CotiUIthnded lliotnpkln.
II. C. Thompklns, of this city, had a room

on the third floor. Ho was the coolest one In
thu house. When aroused by the alarm he
ran out into tho hallway. The Ore was very
near his room, and a great burst ot flame
drove him back.

He packed together all his valuables. When
he had finished tho door ot his room was
aflame. He threw his bundle of belongings
Into the street. Tnen hi threw out the rope

and camo down IL

The flames f i om the second floor windows
scorched his hair and blistered his hands, but
he reach' d tho sidewalk In safety.

" That plaee burned so quick," said he,
" that I barely had tlmo to get ouL When I
ran into the hall I saw several persons there.
I don't know wbetbor they got safely ouL"

Proprietor Mnnra'i Close Cull.
"I haven't saved anything," Bald Mr.

Meares, "All that Is saved Is on my back.
There was a young woman In the room next
to ours. We woke her up and I think she
escaped In the some manner as my wlfo did.

" The fire, I think, started on the flrst floor,
and spread with amazing rapidity. It didn't
originate In the engine-roo- for that Is In

another part of the building from that In

which the flames were first discovered.
" The amount of Insuranco I cannot tell.

It was renewed every three years. The man
who Jumped from tho fourth story window I
do not know."

Hcrr AccounL

Dr. O. L. Luske was a resident ot the hoteL
His room was No. 115, on the floor near the
elevator shatL Dr. Luske said to an Sveniho
World reporter:

" 1 was awakened at 3.15 by tho noise ot
the flames rushing up the elevator shatL I
opened the window ot my room and saw tho
" L " portion of the building on tbo 40th street
sldo a mass of flames. He ran Into the hall
aDd shouted 'Flrel' and rang the big gong.

"Then I climbed on a Ore escapo to tho roof
of the cafe, which was level with the second-stor- y

windows.
"There I met Mr. Levy, a liquor-deale- r.

Both ot us were barefooted and wore only
our nlght-shlr- ts.

"Womon were screaming from windows
all around us, almost naked, like ourselves.

11 1 and Mr. Levy, lnstoad of making our
own escape, set about to save those around
us and I broke with my feet a window going
on the roof and dragged a mattress from the
bed.

"This I throw to the ground in the yard.
Then taking the frantlo women wo dropped
thorn from the root to the mattress. The dis-

tance was about twenty feet, but the fail was
broken and at least fifteen women were
able to escape through the basement
of u neighboring bouse. Both ot us were
fairly cool and did our work as carefully a
possible.

" At last ai the lost, woman was let over
tho rdgo of the root we thought of escape tor
ourselves. Tho tin root was becoming un-

bearable to our uu.cu luefa tuu ttif.
air ai ound us w as scorching.

"Breaking the glass In a skylight In the
cafe roof, wo dropped to tho floor Inside.
Ibcio we groped about In the atlfllag smoke
until wo reached the flxth avenuo door.
Levy broke the glass In the door with a
chair, and we reached the outer air through
the aperture thus mode Just as tho Interior
ot tho cafe was filled with names.

"I was takon at onco to the aedney
HotLc, where I was placed la room 87.
I was somewhat UrulseJ, and my left huLd
was cut and burned. My wounds wero
dressed, and at the present time I am resting
comfortably.

" I hear tint Levy was killed," said Dr.
Luck! to an L'vf.mni Woriu reporter, llo
was a hero. "Ilowasmado of stern stuff.
1 have seen men cool In perilous positions,
but 1 never saw any man with a nerve like
his."

liru-J- , but Lust Ills Son.
J. E. Avery, manager ot the salesmen's

lu the American Tobacco Company,
occupied a room on the fourth floor with his
son. " I was awakened by tbo glare of the
flames rushing from the clet ator shaft," said
Mr. Aver) to au Kvenisj World reporter,
who kvw him this attcrnoon at the Gedney
House. " I ran Into the hall, but was met by
flames and smoke. In the contusion I lost
slht of my boy. God knows what has be-

come of him."
"1 got out of the window and hung by

my fingers to the ledge until I was
taken off by the flremen. That is all that 1

can tell. If I were to talk an hour I could
ghono rrore (acts."

Mr. Avery's led hand is badly burned, but
It Is expected thai hi will beablo to go out
In a day or two.

j

SMOKE ROCSEll DIM IN TIME. '

Win. P. I'earce, a marine Insuranco agent,
who lived In the hotel, called at the West'
Thirtieth street police station at 11.30
o'clock this forenoon and reported himself as
ore ct the guests a ha hid escaped.

Mr. I'earce had not yet recovered from the
terrible trUhtthrougn which ho bad patsed.
He shivered llko a man suffering with the
ague, aud, although he was warmly clad, his
teeth chattered like castanets.

"My room was on the ground floor," be.
finally managed to say, "and I was awakened I

by cries of fixo and a terrlblo noise and up. .' )

roar, and the smell of smoke. ; "

" I got up and looked out, andsaw Instantly . 'I
tint tho hotel was on fire. 4

"I dressed myself as quickly as possible ?fH
and had time to save all my valuables, which 'JtlH
I took over to the Hotel Metropole, where I 4hI
am now stopping. tj'HB

" Until I got out on tho street I didn't V'iTM
realize what a narrow escapo I had had. The fll
whole building was then on fire, and the ' BB
windows were full of people crying for help. J. H

"Many ot them escaped by climbing down ji H
and along the cornices on the O

front ot tbo building.

J;

j M
"I can't say that I saw any one Jump from c, I

tho windows, although I heard that they did. II
"I did sco many people fall back Into the ;; 9

names, and they must have perished. H
41 I'm sorry that I can't tell you more about V II

It, but I actually can't remember what did j II
take place. The wholo thing seems like a , 9
dream to me. ' jm

" I had a friend, a Mr. Chubb, stopping at A M
the hotel and I can't learn where he Is. I '.fj H
very much tear that he Is among th W
Tlctlms" ' n

TOI.T) TtY M H
The conflagration, as described by eye-wi- t- 4Bj

nesses, was a most horrible and heart rend- - i-- HI
lng sight. MJ

Those who were questioned by Evenino fll
World reporters closed their eyes as If to '3HJ
shut out thorecoll'.ctlons ottheterrble sights ifH
they had witnessed only a few hours before, M
and exclaimed: iM

"My God I It's too horrible; too sicken (VQ
lngto recount I" x'Hl

The most Intelligent description ot the hole- - ''Jfll
caust was given by James T. Powers, the star "f H
of "A Straight Tip" Company, who Is stop- - JH
ping at tho Oedney Uouso. I'll

JAMES T. TOWER'S STORT. , ;tH
Mr. Powers was seen in bed at bis hotel by '.U

an Eteniko World reporter this morning. i;J
He was nearly sick In consequence ot the 'ffl
excitement ho had been through, but was i jfl
willing to talk ot what ho had witnessed.

"I have been Tying to sleep," said Mr. 'I I
Powers, "but I can't do IL No sooner do I 4!l H
close my eyes than the whole thing comes j I
back to mo like a horrible nightmare." 4 9

A rRIOHTFCL SCENE. fe H
Mi EEj

"My God I It was terrible I Those poor & fl
men and poor women 1 I can hear them ' I
shriek cvon now I

" I was standing on tho corner, Just outside ?4fl
the hotel here, smoking a cigar and talking to i?(

a friend. I think It was about 3 o'clock or a &fl
little later. Oft

I happened to glance through Fortieth fj '
street over to Sixth avenue, when I saw a ,

little bit ot flamo break out of the root ot the .

Hotel ItoyaL '
"" Hello I' says I, " I guess the roof's on fire," j

and I went over leisurely to see what It ' k

amounted to. K' r
" I hadn't gone but a few yards before tne y

whole root seemed ablaze In an Inst&nL f
"I ran over and looked through the office 4

windows, and saw ono big sheet of flame that J. 1

appeared to run from the ground floor h' 1
straight up the air shaft to the roof, Uluml- - If I
nattng every floor like a furnace. ,'- - E

"Instantly every window seemed filled ib I

with men, women and children crying ott ?r .

plteously for those below to save them. t lj

"Takousdownf V-- '
" For God's sake, save us I tf J

" ' Don't let us burn to death ! i
"My Godl It was terrible! I can so 2 -

'them and bear them now. Oh, what a
terrible old flrc-tra- p It must have been. ?

ACTED LIKE MADMEN. ,

"Tho few men who were on the scene acted 1

'
like madmen. I suppose I must have done so -

mjself, but I shouted to tho men on the side- - ft

walk to keep quiet and not urge tho people to 5 ,

Jump. sf "i

".s soon as I got there, I grabbed a man i i

and told him, (or his life, to run to the near- - g
est box and send la an alarm. H S
did so.

"Then I called to the poor wretches In the V "

building: i ",

"Don't Jumpl Walt! Tho flremen will
bo here In a minute! Walt I Walt! For ''
your liv e s, w alt I" J.,

" But It seemed an age before the flremen
got there, aud I really believe It was tea & .

minutes before tho flrst ladder was raised, T ''
and the building then was almost one mass ot i
flame. 3 ,'

''Jt'MriNO rROM TBB WINDOWS.

The poor wretches, many of them crazed f :

with fear, Jumped from the windows. J ; -

" 1 shut my eyes so as not to see him, but I J '

beard him strike with a sound that made my k't',

blood run cold." lj ,:

"I saw one man Jump from the fourth .&, ,
story. The poor devil's clothes were on Are, fc
and he came down like a stone and struck T ;

the sidewalk only a tow feet aw ay from me. &
"When I opened my eyes bo lay jjjt ('

there a mangled corpse, with 3;
his brains scattered over the sidewalk. vjr

Another woman, entirely nud;, saving a fmt
rcant garment, appeared at a third story jH
window and climbed up on the window sllL flj

CRAZED BT TERROR. ' "jH
" We shouted to her not to Jump, but aha iSl

seemed to have entirely lost her senses. (iH
"Tho firemen hd just got ladder oplo irifl


